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Background and Purpose

The Hong Kong Historic Vessels Foun-
dation is a non-profit initiative estab-
lished to preserve, restore and promote
Hong Kong's unique maritime heritage,
with a particular focus on the city’s his-
toric boatbuilding traditions and its iden-
tity as a leading international port.

The Foundation has assembled a rare
fleet of five historic vessels built in Hong
Kong in the 1930s, representing a signif-
icant period when the city was a centre
of craftsmanship, shipbuilding innovation
and maritime trade.

These vessels originate from historic ship-
yards including:

* Hong Kong & Whampoa Dock
Company (Hung Hom)

« Ah King Shipyard (Causeway Bay)

* Hung Hom Hop Kee Shipyard

Together, they reflect Hong Kong's his-
torical role in Commercial shipping and
trade, Government maritime operations,

Recreational and yacht culture, Regional
and international navigation routes.

The Foundation's mission is to make these
vessels accessible to the public as living
cultural assets, enabling both residents
and visitors to:

+ Experience Hong Kong's maritime histo-
ry firsthand

» Understand the city’s long-standing
relationship with the sea

» Engage with traditional craftsmanship
and wooden boatbuilding

* Reconnect with Hong Kong as a
water-based city

The initiative is designed to help Hong
Kongers and visitors alike appreciate the
SAR’s rich and diverse traditions of boat-
ing and boatbuilding, while also exploring
the marine environment and the city's
harbour culture.
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The Historic Fleet (1930s
Hong Kong-built vessels)

The Foundation currently stewards five
restored vessels:

+ Way Foong (1930), HSBC vessel trans-
porting bullion and personnel

+ Tai Mo Shan (1933), Classic yacht built
in Hung Hom, later sailed to Europe

+ Typhoon (1934), W-Class racing yacht
designed by H.S. Rouse

+ Java (1935), Former Government
Marine Department launch (“Marine
One")

+ So Fong (1937), Gaff schooner built in
Causeway Bay, internationally renowned

Together, the fleet represents a complete
narrative of Hong Kong's maritime ecosys-
tem — from government service to private
sailing, from industrial shipbuilding to
global voyages.
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Organisational Structure
of the Foundation

The Foundation operates with a multidis-
ciplinary team combining maritime exper-
tise, operational capability and historical
research.

Leadership and Operations

+ Philip Giannecchini (England), Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)

+ James Barker (Hong Kong), Chief
Operating Officer (COO) & Captain

+ Way Lam (Hong Kong), First Officer

Executive Team
+ Karman Kong (Hong Kong), Executive
+ Able Sun (Hong Kong), Executive

Historical Research and Heritage
Advisory Team

+ Angus Hui (Hong Kong), Historian
« John Mak (Hong Kong), Historian
+ Dora Choi (Hong Kong), Historian
+ Teresa Mak (Hong Kong), Historian
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Positioning within the Hong

Kong Marine Ecosystem

The Foundation serves as a cultural and
educational platform bridging: Maritime
heritage preservation, Public engagement
and tourism, Marine industry awareness,
Traditional craftsmanship (wood, ship-
building), Contemporary waterfront devel-
opment initiatives.

It is uniquely positioned to support Gov-
ernment objectives by:

+ Activating underutilised waterfront
spaces

« Enhancing cultural identity of harbour-
front developments

* Providing authentic, locally rooted sto-
rytelling

» Strengthening Hong Kong's positioning
as a maritime hub in the Greater Bay
Area

Strategic Relevance to Hung Hom
Pier Initiative

The Foundation’s fleet is directly connect-
ed to the Hung Hom and Causeway Bay
shipbuilding heritage, making it particu-
larly relevant to the Hung Hom waterfront
development.

By situating these vessels at the Hung
Hom site, the project:

* Reconnects the location with its histori-
cal function

 Creates a living museum on water

* Enhances the narrative of Hong Kong's
harbour development

» Supports public education and cultural
tourism
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Way Foong

21.4 metres, was built in 1930 by the
Hong Kong & Whampoa Dock Company
for the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation. Her primary activity was
towing barges carrying gold and silver
bullion from cargo vessels to the wharf
near the bank’s headquarters, from which
the precious metals would be carried to
the bank’s vaults. She also was used for
“burning picnics”, when bank employees
were allowed to toss discarded bank
notes into Way Foong's steam boiler as
they cruised Hong Kong waters.

Way Foong (Bi¥5S)
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Java

Java (17.3 metres) was built in 1935 by the
Hong Kong & Whampoa Dock Company
for the Hong Kong government. She served
the Hong Kong Marine Department as
“Marine One”, acting as a general-purpose
harbour launch and performing tasks such
as shifting buoys, ferrying medical person-
nel in emergencies, etc. She once towed a
stray water buffalo out of the harbour and
also served as command vessel during the
attempt to save the burning former ocean
liner Queen Elizabeth. She was retired from
government service in 1997.

Java (MEES)
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Tai Mo Shan

15 metres, was, like Way Foong and

and Java, built by the Hong Kong and
Whampoa Dock Co. in 1933. Designed by
Edward Cock, she was commissioned by
five British officers who sailed her back
to Britain, a voyage described in Lt Cdr
Martyn Sherwood’s book “The Voyage

of Tai-Mo Shan”. Named for Hong Kong's
highest peak, she was featured in the film
“Mamma Mia".

Tai Mo Shan (X18LLS)
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Typhoon

Typhoon was built in 1934 by Hung Hom
Hop Kee & Co. and commissioned by her
designer, Harold S. Rouse, ViceCommo-
dore of the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club.
(“Uncle Rouse”, as he was known, also
designed Tai Mo Shan.)

Typhoon, eight metres in length, was the
winner of the W Class Cruiser Champion-
ship in 1938/9. After decades in Scotland,
she recently returned home to Hong Kong
in 2025.

Typhoon (& S)
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So Fong

So Fong, a 25-metre gaff schooner, was
built in the Ah King shipyard in Causeway
Bay in 1937 for A. Thornton Baker, a New
Jersey banker who dreamt of having a boat
to sail around the world with his two sons.

She was designed by the legendary Olin
Stephens of Sparkman & Stephens in New
York. After serving on World War Two coast-
al defense duty with the US Coast Guard,
she made her way to Europe and cruised
the Mediterranean from her Majorca base
until returning to Hong Kong in 2025.
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Hong Kong Historic Vessels
Foundation

2103, 50 Bonham Strand
Sheung Wan
Hong Kong SAR

Contact:
Ms Karman Kong
Tel: +852 9728 4495

info@hongkonghistoricvessels.org
www.hongkonghistoricvessels.com
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